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“I hear from rumour that the idea of using the old materials has been given up, but I have not been officially
informed of this nor have I been officially instructed to prepare plans with this view.”
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“I am to a certain extent afterwards responsible to the Royal Institute of British Architects for doing the best
I can in my profession whether in my own country or abroad.”
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Feb.26th 1915

Mr.Yoshito Komma

Dear Mr.Komma

When you spoke to me this morning about the Hot Water Heating
Apparatus in the new Mitsui Building, I should have mentioned that in the rooms
which have fireplaces, the heating surface of the hotwater radiators has been
designed with a view to the fireplaces being used at the same time. The radiator
heating surface is therefore proportionately larger in the halls, corridors and these
parts having no fireplaces. To test the maximum heating capacity of the building
in the coldest season, the fires must be lighted in the grates as well as the heating
apparatus worked. For only moderately cold weather, however, the heating
apparatus alone, without coal fires should be sufficient, though when there are

fireplaces in rooms in cold weather it looks very fortless and ab]

P

e not

to have coal fires going in them. I shall investigate the other matters of our

conversation.

Yours truly
Josiah Conder
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April 20th., 1915,

RS eSS
#ad&wﬁﬁwHﬁdo%Fﬁﬁmﬁ%l

N LEBBOIIAS AT TFC

Deaar Dr. Comnder,

In reference to our conversation the other day over the
phone regarding to the payment of the cost of the work on the chimney
of the Mitsui Villa, I am directed by Mr. Ishikews to inform you
that he does not consider that this firm is not responsible for the

defeat, 'y under o your proposition will receive

sareful consideration, As to the plastar on the walls around the
main stair ouse, I think the plasterer should be held resporsible,
for the old plaster was not indeed well stuck on the walls in the
first place, and we found thers was such & space between the pluster
and the wall as we could easily insert our hand and that was, T an
convinced, the cuuse of She cracks of fhe newly latd plaster. As
5 7ou provabvly heard Trom Messrs. Senga & Mizobuohi, the plaster on
the wall along the stair acase leading down to the toilet room in
the basement is not also well stuck and thers are naveral cracks

. on it, If the plasterer could be held responsible for it we would

1ike to have it replastared,
" I am,

Yours faithfully,
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April 215t 1915

Y.Komma Esq
Mitsui Gomei Kaisha

Dear Mr.Komma

Thank you for your letter referring to the repairs to the Mitsui Villa just
received.

Regarding the work of enlarging the upper position of the chimney flue
which was contracted during construction by an error of judgement on the part of
my assistants which I have frankly explained to you and for which I have admitted
responsibility. I quite agree with Mr.Ishikawa that the Mitsui Firm are not
responsible for the defect; but as the building was not executed by general contract
and I am unable to compel a contractor to remedy the defect free of charge, I shall
be greatly obliged (as I inti d before p ding with the repairs) if
Mr.Ishik will ion the Yy which shall be kept as low as

for satisf ding claim as extras to the cost of the

P y results,
building.

With respect to the replastering of the walls of staircase I will so far as I
am able hold the plasterer responsible and have it repaired without cost to the
Mitsui Firm, though I may be obliged to ask for payment for the scaffolding which
the plasterer does not himself provide. I fear however that I shall be unable to
compel the plasterer to execute free of charge other plastering in which small

defects are visible.

I remain
Faithfully yours
Josiah Conder
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MITSUI GOMEI KAISHA.
TOKYO, JAPAN.

April 28th., 1915,

Dr. J. Conder,
25, Mixawadaimachi, gzabuku,
Tokyo.

Dear Dr. Conder,

I am duly in receipt of your answer under date of 2lst inst.
and have now the pleasure to inform you on bhenalf of lr, Ishikawa that

the matter relating to the paymert of the cost of enlarging the chimney

flue will Qeuniva his careful attemtion. Ae to the scaffolding Mr.
Ishikawa says that he could not see why this firm should be asked to
pay .tor it, so long as the plasterer be held responsible for these

defects, and thinks that the plasterer or whoever responsible _{s.é{t‘it{/

matter of course hmve—4te pay not only for the replastering, but also

for any such ajccessory expenses incurred therein as scaffolding, etc.

I beg to remain,

Yours faithfully,

|

o<k P S AR A 3 B
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May 26th 1915

Y.Komma Esq
Mitsui Gomei Kaisha

Dear Mr.Komma

As arranged at our last interview I now send you the account of additional
mirrors and of repairing works supplied to the Mitsui Villa under my direction
amounting in all to 285yen 30sen. The repairs to chimney cost much less than I
expected. I deference to the opinion of Mr.Ishikawa I have not allowed the
plasterer to send in any account for the replastering executed by him. If I may

T

recieve a cheque for 285yen 30sen, I will send the

for these pay ts

I remain
Yours faithfully
Josiah Conder
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May 30th 1915

Dear Mr.Komma

I write to acknowledge with thanks receipt of the two cheques for
143 ¥*".60 and 141 ¥**.70 for the extra works at Mitsui Villa.

I am making the payments to the respective contractors and as soon

as I have their receipts I will forward them.

I remain
Yours faithfully
Josiah Conder
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July 19th 1915

Y.Komma Esq
Mitsui Gomei Kaisha

Dear Mr.Komma

I duly received your letter concerning Mitsui Villa wall mirrors, on my
return from a few days absence. I am very sorry to hear of spots recurring in the
re—silvered mirrors, though it must be admitted that the mirror—maker could not
guarantee that they would not occur again, and the work was orderedas a
temporary measure. I do not think there is much use in having the resilvering

e

done again, and if these spots are ed a serious blemish to the decoration of

the building and likely to be observed as an eyesore by Baron Mitsui and his guests
it will perhaps be best to order new mirrors from Europe.
The expense I fear would have to be born by Ehe Mitsui, though the
supplier Hishida Shotaro in the first instance offered to share the cost of new ones.
But that was before we made him go to the expense of resilvering, which he

would not otherwise have incurred.

Remain
Truly yours
Josiah Conder
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July 21st 1915

Dear Mr.Komma

I am sorry that I misread your previous letter and thought that it was a
case of spots reappearing in the re—silvered mirrors: where as it is in the two new
ones added afterwards. This is very annoying as every precaution was ordered
and followed to prevent damp reaching them from the walls. It looks as if it must

be some inherent defect in the mirror backs themselves; and I should have no

hesitation in asking Hishida to repl them with new ones at his own loss. I
think that it is advisable to ascertain first whether we can rely upon such renewal
being made from local stock which is not liable to the same defects afterwards or
whether new mirrors should be specially imported for the purpose. Please give
me a little time to go into this matter with the aid of my foreman who is absent

just at present.

I remain
Yours truly
Josiah Conder
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April 2nd 1919

Y.Komma Esq
Mitsui Villa

Dear Mr.Komma

I am in receipt of your favor of March 31st, with Baron Mitsui’s
authorization to proceed with the Fountain for Tsunamachi Villa as designed and
estimated for.

I am making a Contract with the Stone Mason for the supply of the granite
and as soon as that is delivered I shall make arrangements for the constructive
work.

It will be necessary to have some temporary building shed in some place
on the grounds and as to the position of this I can consult you later on. It will be
at least a month, I think, before the stone can be delivered and nothing is gained

by making a mess before this, but I will hurry up the work as much as possible.

Yours my faithfully
Josiah Conder
Architect
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